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Synopsis

A favorite among successful students, and often recommended by professors, the unique Examples
& Explanations series gives you extremely clear introductions to concepts followed by realistic
examples that mirror those presented in the classroom throughout the semester. Use at the
beginning and midway through the semester to deepen your understanding through clear
explanations, corresponding hypothetical fact patterns, and analysis. Then use to study for finals by
reviewing the hypotheticals as well as the structure and reasoning behind the accompanying
analysis. Designed to complement your casebook, the trusted Examples & Explanations titles get
right to the point in a conversational, often humorous style that helps you learn the material each
step of the way and prepare for the exam at the end of the course. The unique, time-tested
Examples & Explanations series is invaluable to teach yourself the subject from the first day of class
until your last review before the final. Each guide:helps you learn new material by working through
chapters that explain each topic in simple languagechallenges your understanding with
hypotheticals similar to those presented in classprovides valuable opportunity to study for the final
by reviewing the hypotheticals as well as the structure and reasoning behind the corresponding
analysisquickly gets to the point in conversational style laced with humorremains a favorite among
law school studentsis often recommended by professors who encourage the use of study
guidesworks with ALL the major casebooks, suits any class on a given topicprovides an alternative

perspective to help you understand your casebook and in-class lectures
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This book provides a cursory overview of criminal law at best. If you're a fan of Glannon, don’t get
this book. You'll be disappointed. For example, while courts and scholars debate the effectiveness
of distinguishing between general and specific intent crimes, it is probably something you’re going to
have to learn. This book gives it one page. Worse than that is that the authors literally spend more
time saying that the distinction is worthless than they do on helping you understand the difference.
In fact, they don’t actually try to define either; they provides a couple of mere examples of each.This

is just an example of the problems with this book. Trust me, you’d be better off skimming a treatise.

This book is not in the same league as other E&E books. It is not very clear, the charts are
confusing and some parts of the book give downright wrong information. If you have a teacher who
emphasizes the MPC, this book is a total waste. Otherwise, it's a total mess. Do NOT use this book
to teach yourself the course because some of the information is wrong and unless you already know
the material well enough to pick out the bad information, you will be screwing yourself. | would not

recommend this to anyone.

| own all of the E&Es from the classes | have taken so far and find them all useful, except this one.l
felt like this author tried too hard to prove how tricky and smart he was. A lot of the examples gave
"gotcha!" explanations that most professors would never require students to know. | would have
preferred questions that required me to go through the elements in a more normal way and look for
broader problems in the fact patterns, not weird exceptions.Overall, this book made me paranoid
looking for hidden issues that weren’t in my professor’s problems. Luckily | realized this before my

final and was able to find other practice problems/answers that actually helped me.

| have never been compelled to write a review for anything on before, and I've bought dozens if not
hundreds of items here. But | feel compelled to write one for this book.l am a 1L law student
studying for my 2nd semester’'s exams. | have used other E&E’s for many other classes and found
them very helpful and clear - in short, excellent summaries of the material.However, this book is
TERRIBLE. | can not stress this enough. It is very, very unclear, very very INCOMPLETE, filled with
useless information, neglecting of important information, and just very unhelpful. It does a terrible
job.Read the other reviews and stay away from this. There have got to be much better study guides

out there...

| have analyzed a lot about the way these reviews work. It is important to pay attention to the review



date, and the edition release up top.You'll find reviews of older editions on newer editions pages
which isn’t fair.All-in-all the newer editions are incredible. It is worth giving them a shot. | swear
people go into these with the wrong attitudes--they want it all on a silver platter. If you want to be
lazy and skip the learning that evovles through outlining yourself go ahead and get Emanuels.
However if you like to work through problems, deepen your understanding, and practice, then go for
these.That’s not to say Emanuels isn’t any good, but | wouldn’t use it for anything other than making

sure all my ducks were in a row.

Unlike most other Examples & Explanations Series, this one is one of the worst | have read. Authors
waste too much time on history of criminal law and MPC, and very little time explaining the law.
Common law and MPC are not distinguished and characterized well, and no clear conclusions of
law are given. The example are very plane, without exploring the variety and complexity of real-life
problems. Unbelievably, only 35 pages are spent on homicide, the most common and complex

problem in criminal law, and the examples and explanations for homicide are terrible.

| was required to buy this book for my criminal law class (which should have told me something
about my teacher). | find that this book really just restates the same thing the casebook says, but
without including cases. | want plain language explanation and law.| do not recommend this book. |

did try Dressler's Understanding Crim Law, and really like it.

The explanations were very clear and covered the breadth of the 1L curriculum; the examples of
test questions in particular were very helpful. | did quite well in Crim after using this for a couple of

weeks before the exam.
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